KSS Quarterly Meeting
April 15, 2007

Lexington, KY
Meeting was called to order at 10:47. 

Nine cavers were in attendance at the start and thirteen were present by the close.

Preston handed out a KY Kernal and the Field Guide to the Eastern Cave Bats.

Welcome by Preston and thanks for coming. With no recent news on Anita’s health, Shari volunteered to record the minutes.

Officer’s reports:

VP-Brent has nothing new-trying to catch up.

Treasurer-Jim Currens passed out a financial report. Balance of $1653.28 as of April 11, 2007.  The KSS recently paid $50 for a ½ page ad in the KOR Guidebook. The Louisville Grotto will run a similar KSS ad in the Speleofest Guidebook at no charge. Jim read a list of members paid up.

Data Access Committee-Jim Currens wants to give up this committee to Randy and Randy agreed. During Feb. to Mar. we had several data requests. 1) From Dr. Crothers concerning Carpenter Cave, request filled. 2) Shawn Dunham and Mary Ann Easly, as private citizens, requests filled. 3) Jeff Cody, member of the Mid Hoosier Grotto and Indiana Karst Conservancy wanted info on caves near Mt. Zion Church in Wayne Co. Randy, Bill and JC thought it was a valid request and would reduce repeating work. Bill Walden will be the point of contact. 4) KY State Nature Preserve, Brainard Palmer Ball requested a list of caves of Letcher Co. for a project assessing the caves of Pine Mt. For reference only, not publication. We discussed working out a MOU between the KSS and the Nature Preserve and they would keep the data proprietary. 5) Sherry Wesley, Museum of the Barrens, requested a list of all of the public caves of KY. We suggested she fill out a form and specify the exact data she wanted. Perhaps, a KGS karst map would fill her needs. We also suggested she contact the Green River Grotto for a “count” of caves in those counties. 
Data Base Committee-We will work on our Excel files in the paper caving session following the meeting. Recently we received an updated NSS file on KY caves maintained by Dick Blenz. Dick passed this info on very quickly and we really appreciate his cooperation.  He has been acknowledged on our front page of the KSS website for his large data set contribution. The Louisville Grotto also contributed some recent data.
There was a short discussion on committee members such as the nomination committee. Right now officer positions are filled by elected volunteers and Jim Currens suggested we keep it that way.

Preston gave a report on a visit to see Dr. Tom Barr and his wife on Sun. Mar. 25. Jim and Ana, Bill and Karen and Preston and Shari drove down to Nashville.  We all enjoyed meeting Dr. and Mrs. Barr.

We discussed manning a display table at Speleofest and KOR. Preston said he and Shari would try to be at KOR, but they will be out of state for the Speleofest. Preston will also try to reserve a table at the Ind. Convention for the KSS display and with black & white brochures which Don is working up. The  b & w brochures are much cheaper than color.
Laptop Issue-Several agreed the KSS needs its own laptop.  A discussion followed on the specs. Brent will head up this search with a budget of $900. Brent will donate an external hard drive.

The KSS fall meeting will be at Bill Walden’s in Wayne Co.  This will be an opportunity to see some of the near by caves while Lake Cumberland is drained down to low levels.

The next paper caving session will be June 10th, at 10 am in Lexington. Followed by Aug. 12, and Nov. 11.
Eric Weaver gave an update on the resurvey of the classic Wayne Co. Triple S Cave.

Bill Walden gave an update on his Neeley Creek Cave survey which is somewhat threatened by a coal mine. Bill and crew have made several recent survey trips so he has been busy caving in retirement.
Jim Currens and Preston will present at Kevin Toepke’s state survey session at the Ind. Convention.

There was a discussion on a KY Long Cave List and whether to add it to the KSS website. It was decided to do something in this area to encourage more updates. Maybe cavers will try to get “my cave” on the list. We may limit the list to one mile +, or 5 miles +.

Jim Greer discussed the clean up of the Rockcastle Pit with the large population of Rafinesque bats. We need more info so we can plan for this worthwhile cause by BCI and ACCA.

Brent described an upcoming ESSO weekend sponsored by BCI. And, the Carter Caves First Restoration Project two weeks ago was very successful.

The announced sale of Frenchman Knob and pit was noted. Jim Currens and others, including Bill Eidson surveyed this pit around 1973. The deepest pit in KY at the time.
Author Singleton Cave in Rockcastle  Co. is closed.
Meeting adjourned at 12:30. Everyone moved upstairs for a 2 ½ hour paper caving session.

Respectfully submitted by Shari Forsythe.

