Kentucky Speleological Survey, Inc.

Minutes of the Spring Meeting

5 April, 2003

Hamilton Valley Field Station

The meeting was called to order by President Ray at 9:40 AM.

Introductions of all attendees were made.

Minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer reported a balance of $906.74.

Committee Reports

Data Access

The Data Access committee reported receipt of 2 information requests.  The first was from Dr. Bill Pearson at U of L for biological information and the second from a WKU student requesting general cave information.

Data Administration

Randy Paylor reported that the various forms are now posted on the KSS web site.

Membership

Kevin Toepke reported that there are now 12 organizational members, 11 of 12 are current on dues.

Dues were received from CRF.

Pat Kambesis volunteered to be the assistant editor for Ky Karst to solicit articles and information for publication.  Offer was accepted and Pat was duly appointed to this position.

We will be doing a 1 page summary for the past year’s activities to include in the newsletter.

Website

Kevin reported that the site is up and running.  We need ideas for improving the site.  It was announced that several other speleological survey sites were available for viewing and there would be a meeting of those people interested in this after the general meeting is adjourned.

Old Business

Acquisition of the data from Joe Saunders is still in progress.

Nick Crawford has made a data request for information for caves on the Bristol quad.  We can work through his assistant, Lee Ann Croft to get data request forms completed and formal request made.

A letter is being drafted and sent to Bernardin-Lockmueller on their data request in support of the EIS for the Bowling Green Northern Bypass.

A discussion was held on the value of the KSS and the goals of the organization.  The following topics were addressed as needs to help further the objectives of the KSS:

· Need for better communications within the caving community

· Recognition of contributors

· Better marketing of the organization

· What is the benefit of membership?

· Education-what we can provide to others on such topics as bioloby, karst, caving and archaeology, among others

Current needs were identified, including support from the caving community, data submission, and data processing/organization.  The desired outcomes to be obtained by goal setting is to have KSS to be considered a good resource for karst related data, the creation of a project list of potential products, such as the sinkhole digitization map, density of caves by county, contact list of individuals/organizations who can be resources for information for specific counties.

Discussion was also held on developing a powerpoint presentation to be used for grotto meetings to talk about the KSS and developing a list of area grotto contacts for individuals who might approach the KSS about caving.

A suggestion was made about developing an article about the history of caving in Ky.

Acquisition of a portion of Mike Yocum’s data is in progress.  It is being sorted at the current time.

Karst-O-Rama is July 18-20 at GSP Preserve.

Discussion on who to approach next for data was tabled as the recent influx of data is still being organized and processed.

The logo is being re-designed as it looks too much like the NSS and we are not an internal organization.

Motion was made and passed to make a listing of caving organizations active in Ky public on the website.  A closed cave listing by county (no locations) will also be posted on the public section of the website.

Some FAQ’s are up on the website currently and this is being added to.

KSS workdays were confirmed for 4/27 and 6/1

Work on the Wells Cave Preserve has recently started including the creation of a parking lot and a changing area.

New Business

Susan Neumayer has approached the KSS to establish a relationship between KSS and the Ky Heritage Council.  This may potentially include donation of state archaeological site information to the KSS files.

Meeting at Karst-O-Rama can possibly be held in the cave.  We are trying to get the meeting put on the official schedule in the guidebook.  Probably on Sunday morning at 10 AM.  We will confirm this later.

A request for data was made by Dr. Bill Pearson for locations in the Graham Springs drainage basin that may potentially support cave shrimp populations.  This is primarily on the Bristow and Smith’s Grove quads.  He was present at the meeting to speak to this request and the request was approved.

KSS recently received a donation by Dave Schang of the Letcher Co./Pine Mountain cave data.  Preston Forsythe has also recently indicated a potential donation of data for western Ky.

A discussion was held on having appointed Regional Coordinators for cave data.  This is mainly a way to divide up the work of proofing the data in the files and verifying locational data.

We have developed some posters for displays at events.  Currently we are looking for a place to get the posters printed and laminated.

The bylaws motion on the election meeting previously distributed was withdrawn.

Motion was made to revise Ch.1, Sec. A.4. of the Bylaws to require a simple majority as a quorum rather than a 2/3 majority.  This was tabled till the next meeting after a discussion.

The annual report is due June 30.  A listing of current officers and directors is needed and was completed at the meeting.

Dick Blenz has also contacted KSS about donating information.  This includes 633 mapes of caves in Ky.  He has supplied a list and we will need to come to Bloomington to pick the information up.  It was decided to review the list and compare to current holdings before going up there.

Motion to adjourn to a closed session of the KSS Directors was made at 4:10 PM.  Motion passed and meeting was adjourned.  

