MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE KENTUCKY GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
AND
THE KENTUCKY SPELEOLOGICAL SURVEY, INC.

INTRODUCTION

The gods of the Kentucky Speleologicd Survey, Inc. (KSS) are to gather and archive cave
and karst data of Kentucky, to further the study of cave and karst resources for conservation,
research, and scientific exploration, and to provide a permanent, non-profit, non-sectarian,
cooperdtive organization that works to establish and nurture a professona atmosphere among
individuals and organizations that support the foregoing purposes.

Among the gods of the Kentucky Geologicd Survey (KGS) are the archiva preservation of
geologica datafor Kentucky and the identification and evauation of ground-water resources.
Data on the geomorphology, hydrology, and engineering geology of caves and karst aquifers are
essentia for the evaluation and mapping of karst aquifers and karst related geologic hazardsin
Kentucky.

Because the goas of KGS and KSS have much in common, cooperation between the two
organizationsis highly desirable for the mutua benefit of the organizations and the welfare of the
Commonwedlth. Therefore, the KGS and the KSS have mutualy agreed to the provisons
detailed in this Memorandum of Understanding for the purpose of cooperating in the collection,
compilation, archiving, and respongible utilization of information of karst and cave data

TERMS
1. Relevant data and maps- The data covered by this MOU include the location of cave
entrances (coordinates, descriptions, or locations hand marked on a base map), maps
of caves, and maps or files of data of other karst topographic features not shown on
published 7 %2 minute topographic maps. Other documents, photographs, digita files, or
any karg-related data what so ever may aso be transferred as mutualy agreed by KGS
and KSS.

2. Accessto and fair use of KSSdata- Documents and data obtained by the KSS
remain under the direction of KSS. KGS shall provide access to the karst datato any
person or organization as directed and approved by the KSS Data Access Committee
or Appeds Committee. KGS shdl refer any request for large volumes of data, or data
classfied as sengtive or proprietary, to the KSS Data Access Committee for
condderation. KSS shall act upon dl referrds routed through KGS within two (2)
weeks of the date of tranamitta of the KSS data request form. The KGS shdl transmit
karst data requests from the generd public to the KSS within 5 working days of
application. KGS may provide non-senditive data, or any datain the case of emergency,
to requestors in accordance to the “POLICY FOR ACCESS TO THE KENTUCKY
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY CAVE MAP ARCHIVE" endorsed by the Director and
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State Geologist on October 25, 1999 without seeking authorization from the KSS.
KGS shdl seek the authorization of KSS before publishing data obtained from KSS.

. Obligation to provide resources: informational, human, fiscal, or physical- The
KGS agrees to provide a physical repodtory for cave maps, cave locations, reports,
topographic maps, photographs, and other karst related data. KGS shall bear the cost
of copying such materias as necessary for their incluson in the repogitory. The KSS
agrees to collect data and maps on caves and other karst features of Kentucky and
make these documents available to KGS for incluson in the repository. The KGSis
obligated to provide secure storage of documents and data received from KSS to
reasonably protect them from fire, flood, or theft in a manner commensurate with other
geologic data archived by KGS. The cost of filling requests for copies of data from
individuas or organizations shdl be chargeable to those making the request. Neither
KGS nor KSS obligates any other resources. However, either organization may choose
to provide additiona resources as desired, or as the respective organization deems
necessary in response to exceptional circumstances.

. Representation- The State Geologist and Director of KGS shdll appoint a professiona
staff member to represent KGS on the KSS board of directors. The KGS
representative shal aso be the point of contact for KSS for receiving the dataiinto the

repository.

. Cooperation- The KSS through its volunteers, officers, and agents and the KGS
through its designated representative shal mutualy advise and collaborate concerning
the callection, compilation, archiving, use and dissemination of cave and karst data.

. Resolution of unanticipated issues- The State Geologi<, or his delegated
representative, and the KSS president, or his delegated representative will negotiate and
resolve any issues not anticipated by the terms of this MOU.

. Period memorandum of under standing is effective- ThisMOU shdl become
effective as of the date of gpprova by the President of the Kentucky Speleological
Survey and the State Geologist of the Kentucky Geologica Survey. This document shall
remain in force regardless of the tenure in position of the Signing State Geologist or KSS
President except if terminated in writing by the chief officers of ether organization. The
terminating party shdl give & least thirty (30) days notice stating the cause for
termination. This document may be amended upon the conclusion of discusson and
mutua sgned agreement between the parties as to amendment intent, scope and
language.

Kentucky Geologicd Survey, Kentucky Speleologicd Survey,
Director and State Geologist President
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James C. Cobb Lee Florea

POLICY FOR ACCESSTO THE KENTUCKY GEOLOGICAL SURVEY CAVE
MAP ARCHIVE

Explanation

The purpose of the Kentucky Geologica Survey Cave Map Archiveisto provide data
on the geomorphology, hydrology, and engineering geology of caves for the use of engineers,
geologists, hydrogeologidts, archaeologists, biologists, planners, and other professond
researchers who need such maps for scientific and engineering investigations. 1t isthe intent of
this policy to protect the naturd heritage of Kentucky yet take prudent steps to minimize the
hazards to hedlth and safety encountered in karst in the course of development. In no way isthe
purpose of this archive to provide locations or cave maps for casud cave exploration or other
recreational uses. Restricted access to cave related data is necessary because caves have
geologicd and biologica features within them that are sengtive to human activity, have
conditions hazardous to human safety, and the potentia to attract frequent vistation whichisa
nuisance to the owners of the caves. Upon taking into congderation the conditions for use
requested by the contributors of the map documents and the unqudified right to privacy of the
cave owners the Kentucky Geologica Survey adopts the following policy. Each person
obtaining a document or data from the cave map archiveis required to read and signin
acknowledgement of their acceptance of this policy.

Conditions for Access
1. Thisarchiveisnot intended for recregtional use. Recregtiona use means exploration or
exploitation of caves for amusement or adventure without making, documenting, and
reporting scientific observations to an established speleologica or other scientific
organization.

2. Accessto the Cave Map Archive is on a demonstrable need to know basisonly. Some
examples of alegitimate need to know are; preventing the loss of human life, preventing
property damage from ongoing subsidence, preventing damage to the generd environment,
preventing damage or destruction of the cave, avoiding potentialy unstable ground
conditions for condtruction projects, and preventing the pollution of ground-water resources.
Other legitimate uses for cave maps are as a base map for documenting archeological,
biologica, geologica, and other scientific observations by professiona researchers. Thefina
determination of the “need to know” of each gpplications will be made by the Archive
adminigtrator in consultation with the Director and State Geologist of the KGS.

3. Applicationsfor use of the archive must be made in writing to the Archive adminigtrator.
The Archive adminigtrator is respongble for the review of gpplications and will gpprove or
deny the gpplications within 5 working days of its receipt.
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4. Cave surveyors who contribute origind materid to the depository are granted limited access
to the archive for the purpose of determining if alimited number of cavesin apecific
geographic area have been previoudy surveyed.

5. Cave mapswill not be released to persons under 18 years of age under any circumstance.

6. The collection of mapsin the Cave Map Archive will not be copied in its entirety for any one
organization or individua. The limits on what may be copied are adopted because of
potentid violation of the fair use provisons of U.S. copyright law, violation of the conditions
upon which the maps were contributed to the archive, and imposition of an inequitable
demand on the working time of KGS s&ff.

7. Usarsof the archive who wish to obtain copies of cave maps protected by copyright must
obtain written permission from the holder of the copyright.

8. TheKentucky Geologica Survey will not provide the geographic locations of caves more
precisaly than the 7 %2 minute quadrangle. A user who needs the precise location of a cave
entranceis referred to the Kentucky Cave Survey or any grotto (chapter) of the Nationa

Speleologicd Society.

DISCLAIMER

WARNING: Caves are dangerous! The Kentucky Geologicd assumes no
respongibility for the safety or adequacy of training of any person who enters a cave utilizing
maps or data obtained from the Cave Map Archive. If you lack training and experience in cave
exploration techniques that are recognized as safe and appropriate by the Nationa Speleologica
Society you are strongly encouraged to obtain training before entering any cave.

The Kentucky Geologica Survey neither expresses or implies any warranty of the
accuracy of any cave map in the Cave Map Archive and assumes no liability for the use of any
cave map or data. It is soldy the responghility of the user to determine the suitability of any
cave map for thelr intended purpose.

The Kentucky Cave Protection Act (KRS 433.870) provides for crimina pendties for
the damage or destruction of cave formations, writing on cave walls, killing cave animals,
disturbing artifacts, or violating gates on cave entrances. Federd law provides for additiona
pendties for harming endangered pecies living in caves.

Asacontributor or user of the Cave Map Archive | acknowledge that | have read and
understand the Kentucky Geologica Survey disclaimer presented above and the Cave Map
Archive policy on the previous page.

Signed: Date:




